LIFE   OF  LORD   REDESDALE
Sir John Mitford's speech in the debate that followed
is of special interest in view of his future relations with
Ireland.
"Every Government, he said, must possess the means of
carrying into execution those measures the expediency of
which no man doubted. In the present case, setting aside
the internal situation in Ireland and considering only the
relative situations of the two kingdoms, the expediency
of a Union would be manifest. What was their situation ?
They formed one Empire . . . their language, manners
and habits were the same; they were one people under one
Sovereign, having two localities and from that circum-
stance alone forming almost two states, united by one
common head, having many bonds of connection. It was
well said, in the other country, that the Empire in its
present state resembled a monster having two bodies
united under one head. In all the various governments
that had existed in different periods of the world there was
not a similar example in history; unless the case of Scot-
land was to be considered such from the accession of James
to the Union. Could it remain so without danger of
separation and dissolution? ... It was true that Parlia-
ment had acted wisely and properly in enacting similar
provisions to those adopted previously in this country; but
when it was recollected that Acts of Great Britain had no
validity in Ireland and that we were divided into two
independent legislatures, it .might hereafter happen that
Ireland might adopt such measures only partially or with
difficulty, or even not at all. ... Did not this alone show
the necessity for some further connection between the
countries and for instituting some legislative unity of
will? . . . If there was nothing to be apprehended on the
part of Ireland that they would be subjected to harsh and
severe terms, it must be a measure highly advantageous
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